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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

Pursuant to Rule 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, this Information Disclosure 
Statement is submitted in the above-identified patent application. A listing of documents to 
be published on the face of any patent granted from this application is submitted on Form 
PTO-1449. Any other documents or information submitted for consideration by the 
Examiner are listed in this paper. A copy of each patent listed on Form PTO-1449 is 
submitted herewith. 

Statement of Timeliness 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted after three months from (i) the 
filing date of the above-identified U.S. National Patent application, or (ii) after three months 
from entry into the U.S. National Stage of the above-identified International Application, or 
(iii) the date of entry into the U.S. National Stage of the International Application that has 



Application No.: 10/725,601 
Examiner: Amanda Flynn WIEKER 
Art Unit: 3743 

been assigned the above-identified U.S. Patent application number, whichever applies; and 
after the mailing date of the first Office action on the merits of the above-identified 
application, but prior to issuance of a final action, Notice of Allowance, or action closing 
prosecution sent in such application. The certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) is submitted 
separately or below, or the fee required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97(c) and 1 . 1 7(p) is submitted 
herewith. 

If any issues remain that may be resolved by a telephone or facsimile communication 
with the applicant's attorney, the examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
numbers shown below. 

BACON & THOMAS, PLLC Respectfully submitted, 

625 Slaters Lane, Fourth Floor 



Alexandria, Virginia 223 14- 1 1 76 
Phone: (703) 683-0500 
Facsimile: (703) 683-1080 




Date: May 9, 2006 



JUSTIN J. CASSELL 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 46,205 
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